AWomen, Water, and

Food Securityo
VGIF 40th Anniversary
Conference

November 2009, Calcutta, India

With VGIF6s 40th Anniversary year fast approaching in
2009, plans have commenced for a very special opportu-
nity. A conference in Calcutta in collaboration with the
Indian Federation of University Women will be held with a
pre-conference tour of Agra and selected sites in Rajasthan
in November 2009. If possible, we will visit some of our
recently funded projects. All travel and accommodation
arrangements will be handled by Friendship Ambassadors
Foundation in New York, a non-proyt cultural service
agency with international afyliations, which provides cus-
tomized tours to a host of non-governmental organizations.

The conference, entitled iVWWomen, Water, and Food
Security,0 will start with an inaugural dinner on the evening
of November 18, 2009. The next day will feature three to
four plenary sessions, workshops, and a panel summation.
Participants will include several women experts in the yeld
along with project directors from previously funded VGIF
grants. The ynal half day will include a visit to Project
Five-0 in Calcutta, one of VGIFGs yrst funded projects.

More information will be provided in upcoming months.
If you are interested in ynding out more about the trip and
wish to be added to an informational mailing list, please
contact us at vgif@vgif.org.
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Salute to Barbara Carey

It is indeed difycult to put into a few words proper thanks
for the leadership, dedication, commitment, and guiding
spirit that Barbara Carey brought to her six-year tenure as
President of the Virginia Gildersleeve International Fund.

Barbara focused her considerable talents and energies into
the Gildersleeve Fund from 2002-2008, a period which
began with our move from the AAUW-NY C headquarters
to our own ofyces at Marble Collegiate Church. This was
also a period that saw our annual grants double from
approximately 12 to 15 to an anticipated 30 in the ynal year
of her presidency. She worked tirelessly to represent VGIF
at state, regional, and national American Association of
University Women events and at two International Federa-
tion of University Women Triennial Conferences (2004 in
Perth and 2007 in Manchester). She also attended Canadian
Federation of University Women Annual General Meetings
and University Women of Europe (UWE) Conferences.

With an eye to detail yet a breadth of vision, hers is a
unique ability to organize, inspire, articulate, and initi-
ate consensus T all done in a manner so efycient that it
belies her ever gracious and generous spirit. In countless
meetings, conversations, and correspondence we were
impressed by her insight, entertained by her witticisms, and
prodded by her challenge to further the mission and work
of the Gildersleeve Fund. We will miss Barbara at the helm
but trust that she will continue to be an important part of
the heart and soul of VGIF.

Thank you, Barbara, for your valued leadership through
the past six years and even more for the spirit of friendship,
cooperation, and collegiality that you have infused in VGIF
during your presidency.

1969 to 2009... 40 years of VGIF support
for women and children in developing countries.

We need your ideas and involvement in planning the celebration year.
Contact vgif@vgif.org or call 212-213-0622.
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Warmest greetings to contrib-
uting members and friends

of the Virginia Gildersleeve

A International Fund. During
the next three years, | look
forward to meeting those of
you whom | havenft met and
to working with all of you.

Little did | know when Jean
Colburn asked me to join VGIF that | would be following
in her footsteps as President. Under the tutelage of Jean,
Wes Cady, Sema Faigen, Barbara Carey, Ginny Palmer,
Virginia Maynard, Carrie Gallagher, Fay Kittelson, and
many others, | have come to appreciate how, with your
generous contributions and volunteer participation in its
work, VGIF changes lives and builds futures of women and
children worldwide, one community at a time.

This has been a banner year for VGIF. The Board
approved 30 grants for a total of $144,283 and set aside
$5,000 for the International Federation of Universtiy
Women (IFUW), a record for grants and US dollars spent.
Because our annual income (donations and investment
income) has exceeded 250,000 USD, this year our ynances
will be audited for the yrst time. Fay Kittelson has been
appointed Executive Director and we now have a second,
part-time employee. We published our yrst annual report
which can be viewed at www.vgif.org. A pilot project
that expands our on-site evaluations program is underway.
We have expanded our presence on the Internet with a
Facebook page and the ability to donate on-line through
JustGive.Org. Our outstanding Web site includes a project
grants library and on-line applications for grants. And, we
have yled our yrst quadrennial report to the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC) on our activities at the United
Nations as a non-governmental organization (NGO) with
consultative status.

I am conydent that with your help we will be able to
continue to expand the number of grants given and
improve our post-grant evaluation process. Encourage
others to become VGIF members. Know that ALL contri-
butions will go toward Project Grants, as the Virginia Frese
Palmer Fund covers all of our administrative expenses.
Get involved by joining a committee or visiting funded
project sites. While committee members are encouraged to
attend the New York meetings, it is not a requirement. Let
Fay Kittelson know how you would like to be involved.

As we prepare for our 40th anniversary, we will be look-
ing at how to build the capacity to support an expanded
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The Presidentis Perspectives

by Eileen Menton, President, 2008-2011

grant-making role. Karen McKee will be leading the effort
to do a major update of our strategic plan, which will
include a Board retreat on October 23, 2008, the day
before our mid-year meeting.

I hope to see you at the University Women of Europe
(UWE) conference in September, at our October Board
meeting, or whenever you can join us in New York to
participate in this rewarding work.

It Happened at the Board and Annual
Meetings April 2008

- Approved conducting an annual audit beginning with our
2007 ynancial statement.

- Approved 29 grants and one grant conditionally.

- Presented the 2007 Annual Report.

- Renamed the On-Site Committee the Funded Grants
Evaluation Committee with responsibility for post-grant
evaluation processes, including on-site visits.

- Established a pilot project to run from May to October
2008 to fund transportation and room and board for
women living abroad to visit newly-funded projects.

- Voted to hold a planning retreat on the Thursday prior to
the October 2008 meeting (October 23).

- Modiyed the bylaws to eliminate the Global Network
Committee and expand the Membership Committee.

- Elected to yrst terms, Eileen Menton President, Dagmar
McGill, 1st Vice President, and Dana Wright, 3rd Vice
President.

- Elected Judy Whitelock, Secretary, and Margery Sullivan,
Treasurer, to second terms.

- Elected Lois Abromitis, Susannah Dhamdhere, Marta
Groisman, Marion Kilson, and Margery Sullivan to
second terms and Myrna Brown, Carolyn Cowgill,
Rebecca Fairchild, Shireen Lee, Anita Miller, Terry
Oudraad, Linda Sekiguchi, and Jacki Shahzadi to yrst
terms on the Board.

- Appointed Marion Kilson, 2nd Vice President and
Convener of the Project Grants Committee, Shireen Lee
as Convener of the Development Committee, Virginia
Maynard as Convener of the 2008-2009 Nominating
Committee, and Linda Sekiguchi as Convener of the
Funded Grants Evaluation Committee.
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On-site Pilot Program
Zo+ Kelly-Nacht, Grants Assistant

In April the Board voted to provide up to 2,000 USD in
funding for transportation and minimal living costs for
selected young women living abroad. These young women
will report on the initial state and eventual progress of
speciyc VGIF 2008 projects during the yrst half of the
project year in order to improve the assessment of the
legitimacy of funded organizations and the quality of the
projects. At the October Board meeting, the pilot program
will be evaluated to determine whether it will help ensure
an appropriate level of fidue diligenced in a yscally
responsible manner. If this approach is successful, we will
investigate expanding the project to applicants February
through April 20009.

Three development studies majors from Brown Univer-
sity, (Evan Pulvers, Alison Fairbrother, and Brenna
Carmody) will visit projects in India, Ethiopia, Uganda,
and Liberia. Leah Whitman-Salkin, a recent graduate
of Bard College, will visit a project in Serbia. Everlyn
Olouch-Suleh, a Kenyan IFUW member, will visit projects
in Kenya. In addition to visiting new projects, they will
visit projects funded in prior years. By providing minimal
subsidies to young women for their travel expenses, we can
obtain the information we need while furthering the educa-
tion of young women in the details of the betterment of the
health, education, and economic security of women
globally. It will also increase the involvement of younger
women in VGIF.

While much of what these women have been asked to
report on has been tailored to the projects themselves &
the marketing potential of sanitary napkins in Tamil Nadu,
India; the signiycance of a 5,000 USD anti-drug educa-
tion program in Belgrade, Serbia, within a heavily funded
worldwide war on drugs; the progress on the construction
of a water harvesting structure in Kampala, Uganda &
each report will address the legitimacy and competency of
the funded organization, impressions of participant enthusi-
asm, potential obstacles in the achievement of the projectsd
ultimate goals, how those obstacles might be addressed,
and the relevance of the reporterds on-site presence to the
success of the projects and strength of VGIF.
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Deaths Noted

Gwen Hawthorne, Australia
Shirley Feneley, Australia
Joan Jacobson, NY, USA
Beverly Pavey, Australia
Betty Shwabsky, Australia
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MEMBERSHIP
Claire Stein, Convener

The VGIF Membership Committee worked hard this past
year to increase the number of VGIF contributing individ-
ual and group members. The Committee members made
numerous presentations about VGIF. Any VGIF member
has access to presentation materials by contacting Fay
Kittelson, Executive Director and asking for them. The list
of what is available can be found at www.vgif.org under the
fiRecruitment Materialso tab. Please help to increase our
organizationgs visibility, especially overseas. We all belong
to other organizations that share our mission. Talk to them
about VGIF.

Yes, we would very much like to have everyone contrib-
ute 50 USD to VG, but realize that for many this is not a
possibility. This is why there is an iOthero category box
on our brochure. We appreciate any contribution! Know
that the entire amount will go toward the Project Grants and
make a better world for those who are the recipients.

Our reporting year shows that we have 954 individual
contributing members and 102 group contributing mem-
bers. We would like to see more members coming from
South America, Central America, Europe, and Asia. If you
are traveling and/or attending meetings in any of these parts
of the world, take our VGIF brochures, talk about VGIF,
and encourage people to join our efforts.

At the Annual Meeting in April 2008 a Constitution and
Bylaws amendment was adopted, increasing the number of
people who can serve on the Membership Committee. It
is hoped that this Committee will be more global in mem-
bership and more diverse. The following people are now
serving: Reiko Aoki, Japan; Carolyn Cowgill, Pennsylva-
nia, U.S.A.; Rebecca Fairchild, Vermont, U.S.A.; Shirley
Randell, Rwanda; Esther Scher, Arizona, U.S.A.; Jackie
Shahzadi, California, U.S.A.; Rita Skillman, California,
U.S.A.; Fay Weber, Montana, U.S.A.; Joy Williams,
Canada; Leslie Wright, New York, U.S.A.; and the
Convener, Claire Stein, Arizona, U.S.A.. We can add up
to four more members. We would very much like these to
come from our overseas membership. If you live outside
the USA and would be interested in serving VGIF on the
Membership Committee, please let this Convener know of
your interest: crsparl@comcast.net.
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GRANTS FUNDED 2008
Fay Kittelson and Zo+ Kelly-Nacht

Grant #3122 Miroi Growers Cooperative Society, UGANDA
1,200 women from rural farming communities will study
literacy and household economic manuals in order to
increase their income. Groups of 2-12 women will receive
instruction from an outside facilitator on womends rights
and responsibilities. VGIF funding will provide for the
literacy and economic participation manuals. 4,890 USD

Grant #3124 Tutulane AIDS Organization, MALAWI
Tutulane proposes a three-part project in the Chitipa district
(on the border of Tanzania and Zambia) to develop an
empowered approach to HIV/AIDS and rights advocacy
among vulnerable youth and women. 30 girls and 30 boys
will attend computer literacy classes with speciyc attention
paid to researching health education and career develop-
ment online; 90 orphan-headed households will participate
in a Goat-for-Goat Project to improve household income
and food security; and 30 women will be trained on
womends rights advocacy as it relates to HIV/AIDS and
community development. Funding will provide yve
computers, 30 goats, and advocacy training. 4,936 USD

Grant #3137 Charity Group Association (CGA), RWANDA
The Charity Goat Project aims to supply goats to a group
of 80 impoverished women and 60 girl orphans devastated
by HIV/AIDS and the civil war in hopes of improving their
access to nutrition and income-generating activities. CGA
plans to purchase goats from South Africa superior to local
breeds to provide milk, meat, and manure for fertilizing
soil for legumes, bananas, roots, tubers, and cereals. The
women will receive education on nutrition. Girl participants
will receive scholarship fees, medical care, and education in
women and childrends rights. Funds go toward purchasing
the goats and workshops on nutrition and gender issues.
5,000 USD

Grant #3167 Volunteers to Support International
Efforts in Developing Africa (VOSIED), LIBERIA
Women leaders T community elders and human rights
activists T along with local womends organizations and
local law enforcement agencies from the Fuimah District
of the war-devastated Lower Bong County will be trained
in the formation of a local anti-rape network. This net-
work will address the implementation of existing laws at
the local level and encourage community participation in
yghting violence against women and girls in rural Liberia.
They will conduct awareness training in 75 villages. VGIF
funding will be used for transportation, training supplies,
training room rental, and volunteer allowances. 4,985 USD
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Grant #3179 Social Transformation and Educational
Prosperity (STEP), PAKISTAN

A non-formal primary school for 250 girls and boys (72%
girls) will be set up in northwest Pakistan near the indus-
trial town of Faisalabad where there are no schools. STEP
is working to bring these children into a non-formal educa-
tional environment that will motivate parents to focus more
on their childrends education, while providing a greater
guarantee of employment opportunities for their children
once they ynish school. The VGIF grant will fund school
stationery, furniture, computers, a printer, and activities that
encourage community involvement. 4,501 USD

Grant #3180 Kenya Association for Empowerment of
Disabled People (KADEP), KENYA

This project will train 40 leaders among women with
disabilities from three rural communities, to sensitize
women who are deaf, blind, intellectually challenged and/or
physically disabled. Prevention, care, and management of
HIV/AIDS are on the training agenda. VGIF funding will go
toward workshop expenses and transportation. 3,400 USD

Grant #3187 Bogiakumu Village Women Group
(BVWG), KENYA

30 members of the BVWG intend to hold an anti-Female
Genital Mutilation (FGM) campaign at the Ekerore
Primary School. For four months, Sunday forums will
include dances with anti-FGM messages, discussions
among men, women and girlsd groups, speeches by medical
workers, and testimonies by FGM victims. BVWG hopes
to convince 100 girls and their families to forsake the prac-
tice of FGM. VGIF funding will provide printing, phones
and computer use, stationery, transportation, a public
address system, and costumes. 5,000 USD

Grant #3225 Silverline Development Initiatives,
NIGERIA

Silverline intends to reduce the level of maternal mortal-
ity rates among women who use the services of traditional
birth attendants (TBASs) in Assang Clan of Nsit Ibom Local
Government Association (LGA) of Akwa Ibom State. 15
TBAs will be provided with essential medical kits and
supplies, and training in basic obstetric care. In addition,
the project will build the capacity of TBASs to carry out
community education on child spacing and family planning
and also facilitate the referral of clients to health facilities
for appropriate family planning services. 4,971 USD

Grant #3237 Child Rescue and Welfare Organization,
SIERRA LEONE

Child Rescue is working to construct a community-based
educational institution to provide free, high-quality for-
mal elementary classes for 200 vulnerable children. These






